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4 INDULGE THIS FIRSTLING, LET ME BUT BEGIN, 


© NOR NIP ME IN THE BUDDINGS OF MY six.“ 
Prologue to the Apprentice. 
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ONE ſummer's morn, in pe | 
My mind on love intent, Gn: n 
I rambled o'er the flowry | 10942 bids 
Unheedful where I went; EN 
A murm'ring brook ty Rieps d be 


Clear as th uncloüdet 1 we 
Where lightly poi d, the = brood” 
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In myriads glided br. FP 
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a ag” 


| - The cryſtal ſtream expos o to view, : 
. | ® Its harmleſs finny race; 
35 Both lovely carp and golde en . 

"With filver bleak and dace. 


The LA a troͤut FEWER i-A 4) 


To catch th' unwary fly, 
| Wh o in their wanton ton, heedlels flight. jg 
The water's brink come nigh, 
piping monk ok. 10 
1 e on their play, i avol 0 N 
ol HO baun VAL 
The lowing herd came from the Mb; 0 bedingt 7 
oO vw my eyes away. SITY ee pt 4 Fes Fe 
The ſurly bull, mem i watt ne 
Came foremoſt down the mead; 1 4010 
Then follow d cloſe the luſly . v iT. | "7 
8 And haughty neighin ge. Kala n 11 
13 . "Og 


[1 + } 


The thoughtleſs lambs,. among the reſt; / 


Came ſkipping o'er the vale; 
Unmindful of their tender dam, * 
But left em to bewail. 


Cloſe by this brogk-a-willow * 55 
As form'd to give delight, 

Whoſe boughs in various modes are, real, 
The birds there to invite: 64A 


And at its ſocgs a ls 1 
As ſoft as fineſt doẽwõoũn; Me 

I thither went with, haſty ſtep, ©," 
Affur'd to be alone. | 


But ſcarce had [ myſelf reclin d, 
Reflecting on my love, 1 
When fair Eliza, beauty's queen, Si HOW) 

Came tripping through the | 


7 ey" 
Ee. i 


7 1 223 
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At the firſt fight my throbbing oY 
My anguiſh did forete; 


But tow'rds the lovely maid F went, 6 . 
And on my knee 1 fell. 500 
. N 
28 Her Hi hand Firentbling Riz'd, icht ag 
As ſhe prepar d for fight; 4 0) bim 2f 
And begg d ſhe wou'd one moment OY 22 if 
In liſt ning to my ſuit, 1 13 ond aff 
40 Behold, dear TON It 13 Din A 
«© Undone. by loye and hee n: 
we That's ever Gn d d rief ane 7 2545371 1 
If thou muſt cruel bee | 
« To thee my wretched caſe Fl tell, bas $3387 511 C | 
cc Relief in hope to find pol YET no gc 2965.5 . 
« On thy decree d epends my fate; a1 1121 > a W 
40 In pity look more kind. Beets 6 
!!. 1 0 
i 
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"8 © That brow fire aver waa made to frown, | ſ 


Or ever clouded be; | 
But rather form'd to give delight - 
To all who look on thee. 


« When thy bright eyes in anger ſpeak, 
They awe the-ſtubborn'ſt heart; 
& With kindneſs then, 07 let them beam, 


« And bliſsful 3 Joy impart. 


| 1 Sen han reds Bk is "0 


Which ſhall the beſt adorn ith, 
6 But thy fair bloſſoms all ſurpaſ 
4 Thou' rt lovely as che morn. 


ec Thy auburn locks that looſely wy: Fe 


4e Would fix'd reſolves undo z 


% Wou'd turn the cynic from abuſe, 


« And all his pride ſubdue. 


60 Upon A 
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a Upon thy ps Gity playſul "us ud! d N * 


To preſs who'd not deſne : % 10 
« Yetwho with that cu ee wierd 2 
« Or wou'd not W ola Ig oT * 


| « The beauties of thy neck andbreaft;/ ad) nod 7s 


The frozen heart wou'dithawz!) +1: -yodT * 


255 00 Mankind at thy fair ſhrine would kneel;:i-! 919 3» 


« When once thy charms they aw... ba. 2» 


Xs a, 


or Thy grabeful Wage u the world vrorl 992 * 


"Te In praiſing join with mie; os [ind ard an 
10 "Nay een the binds at:thyapproach/! «1 yl} 20 
Chant out with treble glee (Lvl 11'yodT ?? 


« The lark wehen dises hat r 
[a And warbles out bis praiſe B'z Bluc We 

0 While Philomęt, in ſofter trains 10 B vol 2 
“ Whiſtles her well can dil. eq ei ls Da 


205 PPS! « Then 


1· 1 
© Then joiris che thruſh, wich ſhriller throat, n PP 
cc Likewiſe the goldfinch too; in Ian 


wn © With linnet, blackbird, each one ſtrives;) : 
2 His fellow to outtoy!! Vern 10 2497 vol $108 


« Fot thy delight, thei lovely maidg #21 © 7 
All nature ſeems. Son td: 
60 « Though by aby tone they're uneba0 made, 104 
«Yet by one ſmile che psd dhare dr 19908 211 


No longer Ales dedellag vod? m M2 eich 213 

The tranſport in N brenſlo3 2c I a ol Tt» 

I caught her in myllongingarths , rr 
Her coral lips I preſs d. vid 03 Dunne UA. 


Her bluſhes heighten evityroharm! iu ni od IT * 
7 To my now rapturi@inind” Nd me T2 
Again I preſs d the bloomin&mbid)} 8 10 * 

| ; And begg'd ſhe wou be Kind 001 99no yi 2 
C9 « Can 


——— — — — a” — 


8 2 7 


te 12 it be thought, ET, ſoul! hy 


| 30 That I with thee can part? 933 | wit 1 Ar — 


No; eyer tlius encircled reign n, 


« Sole hots bath ee 


ot o then farteniler. (5 my wiſ Ny it fs 954 bn 


Hato And make me: wuly bie 5106. bh 


| ER ee eee Wie 


c Is this th return, thou eden 58 


“Thou mak ſt me for my ſtayy 


* To ſtrive beneath the maſk of love © 


0 My virtue to betray. 2091.1 i 


- > ” 
Jo 14 A8 


« *Tyill be in vain, from this vile act. 


WP” attempt thyſelf to clear, rei le 5 55 
« Or e er expect to deceive again 


My once too cred'lous ear. 


[ 9 1 
6:2 charge thee never ſee me more, 


© Nor even to me write: 


« Remember, well what thou haſt dar d.“ 


Then vaniſh'd from my fight, - | ni 5 


Like one entranc'd I filent ſtood, 
| Scarce knowing what was paſt z— 
Then with a ferventardour wiſh d 
That moment was my laſt. 


Recov'ring ſtrait from the ſurpriſe 
Into which I had been thrown, 
My pray'rs for her I thus put up, d by 

Although in wiftfullniok:-- 


May heav'nly guards around thee wait, f 1 


Attendant to thy wilʒ 
« Nor eber unhappy may ſt thou be, 
« But ev'ry wiſh fulfil. - 
vs 3-408 


[ =] 


« Fond birds 1 thy forightly Arains, 
e Whene'er my love's in fight; 05 


cc Ye choſen nymphs exert thy —_ S, 


cc To raiſe in her delight. Ding co 


« With youthful ſports beguile thoſe hours, 
© That clouded: would paſs « on; 

« And then thy ſwains in juſt return 
Will all thy joys prolong: 


Content they'll ever aim to give, 
When thou ta them art join d; 


At no rude broils will they attempt, 


Rut ever prove moſt kind. 


« Thus thou'lt be bleſt, while wretched I, 
« (DiſtraQtion's-in the thought |) 
« Her beauteous form muſt not come nigh, 
To own and plead my fault.” 


# # 


(= 


My tears I-could not now reſtrain, 
For they began to flow : 
Darkneſs ſeem'd to 1 prend . 


And I quite dizzy grew. 


The ſpot which I'd with pleaſure view'd, 
Was barren to my light ; 

The mead o'er which the flow'rets ſpread, | 
No longer gave delight. 


I cou'd not bear this pleaſing ſcene, 
So loſt was I in grief; 
Yet certain was if home I went, 


Twou'd give me no relief. 


As madmen have, when in deſpair, 
Their deareſt friends annoy d; 
So I, firſt ſtretching-on the ground, 


My frantic ſenſe employ'd. 
60 Syrens 
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_ ae for thee we're "NO? to igh, 


( 2 1 


— 


Vet never can enjoy; 


« Thou' rt form'd for pleaſure and aefice, 
Though both thou ſoon deſtroy. 


«Tn dreary chains are we led on, 


Thy pow'r alone to ſhew ; 


«c And when enſlav d unto thy will, 19. 


All hopes we muſt forego. 


—— 


« How pleas d thou'lt liſten to the pain, 


cc Thy wily charms have: made ; 


+ Then leave the youth in high diſdain, - 


« And plead thou art afraid. 


« But as a curſe thou ſure were ſent, - ' | 
« To torment all mankind, | 


T Elſe to thy damn d deſtructive ſmiles U 


We cou d not be fa blind. 


[ x3 1 


* In bounteous mood, great Nature gave, 

x: Beauties that might engage; | 
When like a black and as). 
« 'They but a ſtorm preſuge. 


6 O heedleſs youth I as you may fall 
In ſome proud beauty's ſnare, 
“With cautious ſteps avoid the ſex, 

«© They're falſe as they are fair.” 


« Thy ſlander hold, W a and learn,” 
(Reply'd an awful voice, g | 
That terror ſtruck quite through my ſoul) | 1 
<« In whom to place thy choice. | 


I roſe to ſee who twas that ſpake, _ 9000 
Yet ſcarce cou'd I behold 
The aged ſire, whoſe trembling limbs 
* His num rous years foretold. 
1 


Wor 


His ſilver locks appear'd as 0 nod nl 
As the new fallin nit: 25; 
His cheeks) were fluſh'd with 1 health; 
Friendſhip ſat on his bro. R 


Though Time had bent his noble fhape, 
By many a rude ſtorm z © x a 
Yet the remains of manly grace 


Appear'd throughout his form. 


te What frenzy has poſſeſs d thy braan, 
« For one to blame the ſex 1: + b vgn 
% Know you what joys with Virtue dwells, 


|| « Or how Vice will perplex'? | ? 
| | ec Come rouſe thyſelf, nor drooping ſtand. 
To curſe the fair you love: > 

| | ec What has ſhe done, may 1 To py” 55 92 2 | 
'f | 


„Hear Sir, I'd fain improve, 2 ve ah „ 


| (38:1 
te Loſt and bewilder'd when you came en bs! 
I knew not what I did. 
« Shall I the female race condemn; 
e Good Heaven it forbid.” 


Go then with me, return'd the fire, 


<« I ſee you are oppreſi dd,. | | 
To my poor cot, nay, tis my wiſh, | 
| 


“For there you may find reſt. 


te When we are there your tale I'll hear, 
And liſten to your grief; ; 
« My pow'r I'll try, you may depend, 


« To give you ſome relief.“ 


With grateful heart my thanks I gave, : 
Although in deep diſtreſs; | | 
And with him went unto his home, W 


In hopes it wou d be leſs. 


— 


1 16 J 
He led me on through winding lanes 


Unto a lonely cell ; 


| When we came to't, he ſmiling ſaid, 


„ *Tis here alone I dwell.” _ 


With moſſy bark it was o erſpread, 
Rough branches made the door, 

In ſimpleſt made the whole was form d. 
And matted was the floor. 


| A lamp was in the centre hung; 


Time's glaſs adorn'd one fide ; 
With moral prints the reſt was grac'd 3 
In them appear'd his pride. 


No ſooner enter'd than he brought 


7 


4 / 


A frugal cool repaſt: 


te Come, farſt refreſh, and then we'll think 


ow to redeem what's palt.” 


In 


117 J 
In vain I ſtrove, Eliza came 
Afreſh into my mind: 
« O gods Icry'd, my ruin's fix'd, 
© Unleſs ſhe proves more kind, 


% My heart-felt grief will have its courſe, 
e Though ev'ry means I try; 
« Inev'ry ſhape it haunts my mind; 


« O what a wretch am II“ 


I told him why I was condemn'd 
The loſs of her to rue; | 

Her ev'ry act did he commend z _ 

Her very parting too. | 


Forbear, the ſage return'd, to rave, 
« For thou haſt found a prize: 
© What is't you want, or what's her crime, 
« Thou canſt ſo much deſpiſe, 
F 


« But 


C But peaceful days is alk F wiſh, 


(6 8 

te But now mark me, and what! tell, ou! 
« Perchance it may you cafe ; "4 

60 Though happineſs depends & on PR” 
« At leaſt it may you pleaſe, 


« Why thus fectuded here 1 tive 
May fill thee with furprife ; 


« And they're what moft I prize. 


No ſport was ever Of the green, 


„ I, when young, was there; 


cc All then was joy, no grief I felt, 


Nor knew I what was care. 


6 In health and eaſe I rang d around, 
« As changeful as ths Ber.; 

e But when fair Daphne's form I ſaw, 
« No longer was I free. 


f is 1 


« I for her love forfovk all ſports, i Nan 


* 


c Nor follow d Iithe chace; 


« To entice her all 1 u were dee 


— 


<« I gain'd her o'er to my requeſt, 


To walk along the grove; 
« Where I ſo well my paſſio urg d, 
<« She yielded to my love. | 


ce I in return took her to wife, 
ce To make ſome recompenſe; | 
e But to her vows ſhe paid no heed; 
„Mine was the leaſt offence!: 


c For oft ſhe wou' d let it you ſuffice, 2 


(The tears ran down his check) 
% That by her means I had no peace: 
« Her mind was truly weak. © 


40 Beſure, 


„The well-maſk'd ſnares from me 1 thr, 


.. . os - 


k 20 


- 


“ Beſure, my ſon, if e er ou Wed,. 
“To chooſe the modeſt fair; hb wollot 101 ? 


My wretched, mate has years been gone 


And with her dy d my, care. 


cc then forſook the buſy world, 1 0 0 | 3 
In ſearch of ſweet mens ee tw of? 


«© Which ſerve but to torment. | 


© "Twas in a plain ne tron RET 


I plac'd my worldly. joys z 


eee ee 101 10 


« Temperance neyer log:: 4/11, 


*The only cauſe to thee I've told r il 

Fry Why thus I came to livre; b nüt 27470 9111 

« Peace dwells not in the ſmallapplauſe; |! - | 
« That this vain world can ge.. 

nn 5 « But 


TEE 5 


© But here I've ſtroye my ſbul to tern 
The path of truth wfadgon cal ba? © 
In hopes to meet with that reward 


« For which I'm now reſign d. 18 * 
te Although, when in this weary life, 
We're ſorrow doom d to ſ eee: b 
« Yet is there not a great reward? g 
ce In bleſt Eternity) | 22 


ce As likewiſe where ſſne dwell˖s 
« That 1 may ſtrive to eaſe the pain 
« With which thy boſom ſwells.” - 


* 


I told him then, without reſerre rn... 
Nor even hid her name 
« What can the man deſerve, ſaid he,; 
„That ſuch a maid can blame /; 
117 G Homer 
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1% Howe'er, now bet thy ae dies mo 


« And learn a nobles taſk 3 


4 For ſoon thou may ſt. within a 


« Of her thy pardon a 


&« Indeed, deat Sir I I eager cry d. 
« Why, what can bring her here 2” 
Ere he cou'd ſpeak the maid I a 
| Cloſe at the door appear. 


With lively brow ſhe; enter d ina 
He plac'd her by his de: 


But when on me her eyes ſhe turn d. 


She frown'd with virtuous: pride. 


With awe ſtruck dumb, I ſilant ſat, 
In vain I try d to ſpeax: ; 


At length the fe, with mellow d voice, 


Did thus the ſilence break: 


p 73 Las 
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„ Why 


1 * 1 
ic Why this reſerve,” my deareſt love, 
My greateſt bliſs on earth [ 
« Eliza, Sir's, my only child; | * 
| I need not ſpeak her worth, © | 1 


« T've left her to iy Aber s care 2 
Vet comes ſhe ew ry day, | 
« With lovely miles and: rightly ſong, 
To chear my hours away. 


<« But ſay, my dear, canſt thou regard 
| «This worthy, humble youth; 

For I now think I dare be bound 
Fo anſuer for his truth.” 


c“ Conſent, 4 maid, I fault'ring ſaid, 
c“ Reſemble the Divine; 5 
C Forgive my faults and kindly yield; 
« My life is wholly thine.” 
\ Firſt 


She bluſhing own d her love: 4 
e Why need I bluſh, the fair one ſaidd. 
cc Doth not my ſire approve ? 45% Baar 
& I do, my child; and may kind'Heav'n = 
1 « Bleſſings on thee ſhow])] r; 
«© May'fſt thou be happy through thy lives Nada | 
| « As in the nuptial hour.” | 8 | 
f L 4 1 1 11 "PLS NA 8 _ 
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